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 HIST 525: Women and Gender in Early America

Winter 2007
Bolz Hall 314
TR, 1:30-3:18pm

Professor Haulman

324 Dulles Hall
office hours: Thursdays, 3:30-5pm or by appointment
email: haulman.1@osu.edu
Course Description and Objectives: This class explores the histories of various groups of North American women from the mid fifteenth century through the 1860s, and demonstrates their centrality to a full understanding early American history.  It moves from the period of contact among Africans, Europeans, and Native Americans and European colonization of North America through the late nineteenth century, focusing on women’s lives, ideas about women and gender, and the ways in which those experiences and ideas intersected.  Students will emerge with knowledge of an “alternate” chronology of early American history and an understanding of the ways in which a focus on women and gender revises the existing narratives of the period. In addition, we will grapple with the theoretical and methodological challenges of “doing” women’s history and consider the field’s ultimate social, cultural and political significance. Finally, students should gain insight into how gender works in their own lives and societies.
Prerequisites: HIST 151 strongly recommended
Required Texts Available for Purchase:
Ruth Barnes Moynihan, et al eds., Second to None: A Documentary History of American Women, volume I, from the 16th century to 1865 (hereafter STN)
Required Readings Available on Carmen:
Elizabeth Reis, “The Devil, The Body and the Feminine Soul in Puritan New England”
Carol Karlsen, “The Economic Basis of Witchcraft”

Course Structure: Class meets twice and week and will usually consist of a combination of lecture, discussion and various in-class assignments, from individual writings to group work. Reading is assigned and due for each class meeting; you must bring the assigned reading to class and you may expect the occasional quiz or in-class exercise based on the day’s reading.
I reserve the right to modify the syllabus if necessary and will expect to communicate with you through your OSU account.

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory and absolutely crucial to success in this class. You are permitted two absences for any reason whatsoever; each subsequent absence will reduce your final grade by a third of a letter grade. Attendance will be taken during each class meeting. Please arrive on time and turn cell phones and pagers OFF. All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.
Grading:
participation 20% (includes attendance, performance in discussion, on quizzes and in-class assignments)

midterm exam 25%

final exam 30%

short paper 25% (assignment to be distributed)
Make-Up Work/Late Paper Policy: Missed exams will be recorded as a zero unless you notify me in advance and provide sufficient documentation. Missed quizzes and in-class assignments will receive zeros. Papers submitted after the due date will be marked down a third of a letter grade for each day late.
Academic Dishonesty: Students should be aware of University policies regarding academic misconduct, which includes, but is not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. For more information see the Code of Student Conduct at http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp) and for a discussion of plagiarism see http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm.

Accommodations: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Schedule of Topics:
Thursday, January 4: Introduction—The History of Women’s History

Tuesday, January 9: First Women and First Impressions

Reading: in STN The Cacica of Cutifachiqui; Granganimo’s Wife, The Women Bring in All the Increase; Quite Seemly and Respectful; The Conversation of their Women; Of the Natural Inhabitants of Virginia; images 3-5
Thursday, January 11: Women, English Colonization and Gender Frontiers
Reading: in STN For the Increase of the Plantation; Passengers to Virginia; Passengers to Massachusetts; Why Servant Women Should Come to America; Surviving in the Wilderness
Tuesday, January 16: Gender and Race in the Chesapeake

Reading in STN The Case of Charity Dallen; Wilt Thou Not Drinke to Me?; Concerning the Freedom of Elizabeth Key; An Act Concerning Negroes and Other Slaves; Of the Slaves and Servants of Virginia; Cruell Usage
Thursday, January 18: Puritan Goodwives and Jezebels
Reading: in STN Conjugal Love; The Tenth Muse; A Pilgrim’s Legacy; The Captivity of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson; American Jezebel; A Cruel Warrant
Tuesday, January 23: Witchy Women

Reading: in STN Examination of Sarah Good and Martha Corey; On Carmen: Karlsen, “The Economic Basis of Witchcraft,” and Reis, “The Devil, the Body, and the Feminine Soul in Puritan New England”
Thursday, January 25: Women in the Borderlands
Tuesday, January 30: Eighteenth-Century Transformations
Reading: in STN A Runaway Servant and a Runaway Slave; Garden Seeds and Flour of Mustard; Advice to a Daughter, How I Trifle Away My Time; Despicable in Your Eyes; Forbear Unkind Ungenerous Muse
Thursday, February 1: midterm exam
Tuesday, February 6: Revolutionary Experiences

Reading: in STN Spinning Bees; Boycott Resolutions; image 25; Barbarism of the Times; I Would Be Happy in Spite of Them

Film: Mary Silliman’s War

Thursday, February 8: Rights in the Republic
Reading: in STN Poem on Her Own Slavery; Remember the Ladies; Of Amazons and Angels; The Mechanism of a Pudding; A Duty They Owe Their Country; On Reading Mary Wollstonecraft; The Inconveniences of Allowing Females to Vote
Tuesday, February 13: Changing Women’s Work and “Separate Spheres”.

Reading: in STN Clothes-pins Were Not Known There; A Woman’s Lot is So Hard; A 

Button Business, Working in the Mill; The Factory Bell; A Factory Strike; image 32; Subordinate but Equal
Thursday, February 15: Religion and Reform
Reading: in STN I Can Read the Bible; Social Architects of Modern Times; So Many Charitable Societies; Pastoral Letter of the Congregational Ministers of Massachusetts
Tuesday, February 20: Bodies and Minds
Reading in STN To Improve Female Education; Of Corsets and Health; Of Voluntary Motherhood; A Ladies’ Physiological Society; No Women at Harvard; images 38-40
Thursday, February 22: Migrations, Forced and Voluntary
Reading: in STN Petition by Cherokee Women; Is this America?; The Veritable House; Two Texas Households; Life and Death on the Overland Trail; Tears Would Avail Nothing
Short paper due

Tuesday, February 27: Free and Enslaved Women of the South
Reading: in STN It Required so much Labor; I Had My Cry out for Them
Thursday, March 1: Women and Abolition 
Reading: in STN Sojourner Truth: A Sign Unto this Nation; Let Us Make a Mighty Effort and Arise, Appeal to Southern Women; Petition to Congress against Slavery; images 44 and 47
Tuesday, March 6: Women’s Rights
Reading: in STN Of Chivalry and Justice; To One Master Only Are They Accountable; An Odious Word to Every Sensible Woman; Women Have no Souls?; To Be Free as Man is Free; Declaration of Sentiments
Thursday, March 8: Women and Men at War; Opportunities Seized and Lost
Reading: in STN, Civil War section, all documents
Final exam: Monday, March 12, 1:30-3:18pm
